Paediatric caudal extradural catheterisation: an evaluation of a purpose designed equipment set.
Using a purpose designed set of equipment, the Caudal Extradural Catheter Tray, Oxford Set (B Braun Medical Ltd, Sheffield, UK) we have evaluated the ease of cannulation of the caudal space, and the subsequent success in threading extradural catheters and obtaining satisfactory analgesia via the caudal route. The set was evaluated in 91 children (age range: 1 day to 10 years). Cannulation of the caudal space was achieved in all patients, and catheterisation of the extradural space was successful in 96.7% of patients. Postoperative analgesia was satisfactory in 95% of children who had continuous extradural analgesia. There were no major complications or neurological sequelae associated with using the set. We found the Caudal Extradural Catheter Tray provides the necessary equipment to perform extradural anaesthesia and analgesia safely and successfully in children of a wide age range.